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BRIEF GENERAL HISTORY OF THE CENTRAL ASSOCIA-
TION OF SCIENCE AND MATHEMATICS TEACHERS.

BY CHARLES H. SMITH,
Hyde Park High School, Chicago.

In the spring of 1902 physics instructors from a number of
schools met in Chicago to consider the organization of an associa-
tion of physics teachers of the Central States. A committee of
three was appointed, which after further consideration of the
matter, called a meeting for the 7th of June. Twenty-five schools
were represented at this general meeting, at which an association
was formerly organized, a constitution adopted, and officers
elected. The Thanksgiving recess and the spring vacation were
selected as the times for holding meetings of the Association.
Preparations for the next meeting were at once begun by the
various committees with the result that the meeting held Novem-
ber 28th and 29th at Lewis Institute, Chicago, proved very suc-
cessful as to attendance and interest.

In November of the same year at a meeting of the Mathematics
Section o’f the Educational Conference of Academies and High
Schools certain questions were considered, one, with reference
to the possibility of improving mathematical instruction by the
introduction of laboratory methods and the closer correlations
with the other subjects of the curriculum, especially physics, and
another, as to the possibility of forming an Association of Math-
ematics Teachers to co-operate with the Central Association of
Physics Teachers. As a result, there was presented at the
Thanksgiving session of the Physics Association a petition signed
by the teachers of mathematics and of the high school sciences,
asking that an organization of a larger association be considered,
such an association to include sections of each of the sciences
and mathematics. The petition was referred to the Executive
Committee, and during the winter the Executive Committee and
those of the petitioners most interested perfected plans to make
the April meeting an organization meeting for the Central Asso-
ciation and to provide programs for the different sections. Mean-
while there was held on December 15 a meeting to consider more
especially the question of laboratory mathematics. At that meet-
ing the organization of the general association was perfected
with biology, chemistry, earth science, mathematics, and physics
sections. The constitution of the former Association was mod-
ified to meet the needs of the larger organization. The general
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officers of the Physics Association were continued for the re-
mainder of the year, and the Central Association of Physics
teachers became the Physics Section of the new organization.
The meetings of the Central Association of Science and Math-

ematics Teachers are held during the Thanksgiving recess of
each year. It has been the policy of the Association not to
centralize its officers but to see that they are taken from all parts
of the contributing territory. Two meetings have been held in
the Northwestern University Building in Chicago, one at Armour
Institute, Chicago; two at Lewis Institute, Chicago; one at the
Central Young Men^s Christian Association Building, Chicago;
one at the University of Chicago; one at McKinley High School,
St. Louis, Mo.; one at the Englewood High School, Chicago;
one at Technical High School, Cleveland; and one, at North-
western University, Evanston. It has been the policy of the offi-
ciary of the Association to hold the meetings in Chicago solely
from the fact that Chicago being the most centrally located
would be the most convenient place for the greatest number of
those interested in the Association.. The meetings have increased
in interest and popularity from the beginning. Speakers from all
parts of the country have been secured. The many phases of
science and mathematical work have been -studied and inves-
tigated. Exhaustive reports on the teaching of algebra, geom-
etry, biology and earth science have been presented. A very
complete report on the correlation of mathematics and physics in
the secondary schools has been prepared and the Association is
the father and promoter of the "New Movement in Physics
Teaching.^ The American Federation of the Mathematical and
Physical Sciences was first conceived by this Central Association.
The annual conventions have always been well attended by

people from all states in the central United States. Papers pre-
sented have been of the highest worth. The Association together
with its official Journal, has accomplished more than any other
agency in raising the standard of secondary science and mathe-
matics teaching.
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